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World Populatlon Percentages

Thaland  (2017) The Most Populous
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e Global Economy 2050
by GDP

Here’s how global GDP will be distributed in 2050,

according to projections from Goldman Sachs.
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' POWER GAMES: WHO COULD LEAD IN A MULTIPOLAR WORLD

RUSSIA
SECOND LARGEST

USA °
RESPONSIBLE FOR §
345% OF MILITARY |

PRODUCER OF
FOSSIL FUELS

INDIA
DUETOBETHIRD %

LARGEST
MANUFACTURER
AND TRADER %

RAPID GROWTH
OVER LAST
20 YEARS

Seurces: SPRI, US Deparimant of Agricubture, Citibank



The Structure of the
Emerging Competition

=
Great ®
Power

Rivalry

Multipolar with
constant balancing
Competition for
territory, status
Often zero-sum
Military tool ultimate
arbiter

Cold War
Rivalry

-

I o1 stien of Be oined Stanen
-w.u-'ul
I < ciabnt commmien abigued with the Soviet
B otvee aies of the Soviet Union

Now algued nations
®  Communint gueritlan
O Zathcommmnit gerdlan

Bipolar with constant
adventurism

Often perceived as
zero sum

Ideological
competition

Military threat
constant; nuclear
deterrence key

Emerging
21St
Century
Structure

Multipolar within U.S.-
led order

But demand for status
by many powers
Economic primacy,
status, limited territory
as goals

Non-military tools
predominate
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Outflying the eagle
Military spending, $trn*

1.8
FORECAST!?
1.5
1.2
0.9
United States

0.6
0.3

O

1990 2000 10 20 30 40 50

A I = *2009 prices
ﬂ’]‘smuelmy?ladim 'Based on US GDP growth of 2.7% a year and
Sources: mititary spending slowing to 3% of GDP, and
IMF; SIPRI; gradually slowing Chinese GDP growth

(S omamermaron ' B The Economist with military spending of 2.1% of GDP
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o Origins: A campaign advertisement
for the 1927 Chicago mayoral election \
supporting William Hale Thompson \ Wy

went, TOR ALL TON,
S this daton o m astan

bearing the phrase *America First' . v i b e v
n:u’:b.‘:-':un:.-:l

e /s aslogan in American political P
SIfyn

discourse, *America First” originated
from the nativist American Party in
the 18503, The motto has been used
by both Demacratic and Republican
politicians inthe United States. At the
outbreak of World War |, President
Woodrow Wilsan used the slogan to
define his version of neutrality, as did
newspaper publisher William
Randolph Hearst. The motto was also

America First/

o tnge of b o f o fd

chosenby Republican Senator Warren B . Men's Club
Harling during the 1920 usiness Men's Llu
oresidential election, which he won Wa Hale Thompson-for Mayor
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National Security Strategy

Movedibe 2025




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

My fellow Americans:

Over the past nine months, we have brought our nation—and the world—back
from the brink of catastrophe and disaster. After four years of weakness,
extremism, and deadly failures, my administration has moved with urgency and
historic speed to restore American strength at home and abroad, and bring peace
and stability to our world.

No administration in history has achieved so dramatic a tunaround in so short a
time.

Starting on my first day in office, we restored the sovereign borders of the

United States and deployed the U.S. military to stop the invasion of our country.
We got radical gender ideology and woke lunacy out of our Armed Forces, and
began strengthening our military with $1 trillion of investment. We rebuilt our
alliances and got our allies to contribute more to our common defense—including
a historic commitment from NATO countries to raise defense spending from

2 percent to 5 percent of GDP. We unleashed American energy production to
reclaim our independence, and imposed historic tariffs to bring critical industries
back home.

In Operation Midnight Hammer, we obliterated Iran’s nuclear enrichment capacity.
[ declared the drug cartels and savage foreign gangs operating in our region as
Foreign Terrorist Organizations. And over the course of just eight months, we
settled eight raging conflicts—including between Cambodia and Thailand, Kosovo
and Serbia, the DRC and Rwanda, Pakistan and India, Israel and Iran, Egypt and
Ethiopia, Armenia and Azerbaijan, and ending the war in Gaza with all living
hostages returned to their families.

America is strong and respected again—and because of that, we are making peace
all over the world.

In everything we do, we are putting America First.

What follows is a National Security Strategy to describe and build upon the
extraordinary strides we have made. This document is a roadmap to ensure that
America remains the greatest and most successful nation in human history, and the
home of freedom on earth. In the years ahead, we will continue to develop every
dimension of our national strength—and we will make America safer, richer, freer,
greater, and more powerful than ever before.

President Donald J. Trump

The White House
November 2025




From strategic competition to a return of
spheres of interest? The 2025 NSS
reshuffles the hierarchy of US global
priority regions in line with their
relevance for the US national interest
from an economic and security point of
view. It elevates what the US defines as
the Western Hemisphere (i.e. Canada,
Mexico, Central and South America and
the Caribbean), which in the 2017 NSS
merely ranked fifth, to the top priority
region for the US, where the nexus
between domestic and foreign policy

priorities 1s strongest.



Asia, which in 2017 ranked first

under the Indo-Pacific label,
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Trump delays Xi summit,
blasts NATO over

Hormuz crisis
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NEW TARIFFS

Y137 "AE Which of Trump's tariffs have been struck down by the
court order?

US customs duties collected in between October 2024 and May 2025 by

KICK |N AFTER tariff, which are unaffected or are struck down by the court ruling
SUPREME
COURT

DECISION

SUPREME COURT
RULING

China products $23.4bn

China
fentanyl/migration

Mexico
fentanyl/migration

Steel
10% reciprocal

Automobiles

Canada

ARG “Tariff is the most heautiful
F word in the dictionary.”

Donald Trump, Dec. 16, 2024

$0.25bn

Source: US Customs and Border Protection
UNCERTAINTY Note: Fentanyl/migration tariffs are those enacted under the International Emergency ag
Economic Powers Act (IEEPA)



The US - China Tech War

What the US CHIPS and Science Act means
for China and the world

V'
¥ US-PRCTECHWAR
DEEPSEEK Al AND 6TH

GENERATION FIGHTERS

Manifold, Episode 478




U.S. Critical and Emerging Technologies

Advanced Computing * CBRN Mitigation Technologies

Advanced Conventional Weapons ®* Communication and Networking Technologies
Technologies * Data Science and Storage

Advanced Engineering Materials Distributed Ledger Technologies

Advanced Manufacturing Energy Technologies

Advanced Sensin
s Human-Machine Interfaces

Medical and Public Health Technologies

Aero-Engine Technologies
Agricultural Technologies

Artificial Intelligence Quantum Information Science

Autonomous Systems ® Semiconductors and Microelectronics

Biotechnologies ® Space Technologies




China’s Critical and Emerging Technologies

* Artificial Intelligence

* Quantum Information
* Brain Science

®* Semiconductors

* Genetic Research and Biotechnology

® Clinical Medicine and Health

* Deep Space, Deep Sea and Polar Exploration
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INTELLLCTUAL Ditw AND POLITICAL IMMORALITY®
WOWARD W 340

DS A NEW

‘,q \\_\ . \. )

-

A
£

- e AR L\ S\ PN RN S
\ - B

BY TIMMARSHALL : ./ -

Political Tension Between
America and Russia

U:S. FOREIGN POLICY FROM VIETNAM TO REAGAN
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THE RETURN OF

HOLY K551

Apocalyptic History,
Mystical Awakening, and

L the Struggle for the
,Soul of the World

GARY LACHMAN

uthor of Dark Star Rising: Magick & Power in the Age of Trump




Assessed Control of Terrain in thhe Russo-Ukrainiann War
November 2=, 20o=5 at 1:30 PMVM ET
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Nato's expansion since 1997
RING AROUND RUSSIA B Joined Nato before 1997

= NATO members Joined Nato since 1997

Sweden
Finland /

Estonia

@ Estonia Czech ) @ Slovenia North

Republic Macedonia

@ Latvia @ Slovakia Croatia Bulgaria
@ Lithuania @ Hungary @ Montenegro
@ Poland Romania @ Albania

*Russia annexed Crimea in 2014
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R UCLEAR SHOWDOWN

3. SALEY — 21 %.6. 208F

Trump orders first US
nuclear testing since 1992

TRUMP SHAKES ASIA
ORDERS NUCLEAR TESTS
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New START arms treaty

The U.S. Senate has = , =Wal=1% A educe deployed
strategic warheads st now be ratified
by the Russian Du mid dary s under the treaty:
> “N liabl bli
What’s affected o Tatalie Pl
. number of warheads

Operational M in Russian reserve

Strategic (long-ra ) \ S{S?n“;?,'tiz?nem

Reduction

NOTE: Other
Not affected by ir

nations with
nuclear warheads:
Reserve
Awaiting dismantle

France (300),
e China (240), UK
O gSO), Israel (80),
akistan (70-90),
670" |ndia (100), North
Korea (about 10)

Treaty would also
- Revive on-the-gro

arsenal inspections
Source: Arms Control Assq

aunchers
warheads

s e ()

Russia offers to abide by expiring
nuclear treaty for a yearif US
matches move

(sLBMs), and deployed he: armaments.
bombers equipped
@© PLUTUS IAS | All rights reserved nuclear armame




Importance of Greenland e s
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WHY DID U.S SUDDENLY RELAX
_ RUSSIAN OIL SANCTIONS

US eases Russia oil

sanctions as Iran war
pushes up energy prices

£
U.S. SANCTIONS WAIVER
ainbawradioonline con o e J) 0 Q FOR RUSSIAN OIL TO APPLY
TO NEARLY 100 MILLION
BARRELS OF CRUDE




S VS INDIA & CHINA:
IS THIS ‘BROMANCE’
BUILT TO LAST?
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US won't let India become Gl ba

rivallike Ching, ittt
Trump official says deferce postureto
witklodia, |

» Beijing rejected claims
that it is using eased
border tensions to biunt
US-India relations.

« Chinese foreign ministry
spokesperson Lin Jian
said the boundary
dispute is strictly
bilateral.

Beijing says US is trying
to ‘thwart’ improved
India relations
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MC EXCLUSIVE

India-Gulf bloc FTA talks
ikelyanlymsecondhdfof
the year as lran war roges

e OGN D

g | US TEMPORARILY AllﬂWS 4
“RUSSIAN OIL SALES TO INDIA

M«t NprgOksj*‘f ' j-

ONGC, Oil India
outperform sector -
double-digit gainsin2026 .

Willlran-Israelwar ¢ =
fuel more upside? '
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WORLD OF WAR

Foreign Affairs, December 2024



(<) WORLD'S MAJOR ONGOING WARS 2825
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India-Pakistan War

Russo-Ukrainian War

Sudanese Civil War

Myanmar Civil War

Arab-israeli Conflicts =
Ethiopian Civil War

Maghreb/Sahel
Insurgency
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President & CEO
Internatonal Crisis Group

1 IN2026

CHAIR

DR MARION MESSNER

Director
Infernatonal Securty
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10 Conflicts to Watch in
2026

‘Venezuela

*Sudan
*Ethiopia-Eritrea

Mali and Burkina Faso
Ukraine

*Syria

|srael-Palestine
|srael and the United
States vs. lran and the

Houthis

*Myanmar
-Afghanistan-Pakistan



https://www.crisisgroup.org/global/10-conflicts-watch-2026#venezuela
https://www.crisisgroup.org/global/10-conflicts-watch-2026#venezuela
https://www.crisisgroup.org/global/10-conflicts-watch-2026#sudan
https://www.crisisgroup.org/global/10-conflicts-watch-2026#sudan
https://www.crisisgroup.org/global/10-conflicts-watch-2026#ethiopia-eritrea
https://www.crisisgroup.org/global/10-conflicts-watch-2026#ethiopia-eritrea
https://www.crisisgroup.org/global/10-conflicts-watch-2026#ethiopia-eritrea
https://www.crisisgroup.org/global/10-conflicts-watch-2026#ethiopia-eritrea
https://www.crisisgroup.org/global/10-conflicts-watch-2026#mali-burkinafaso
https://www.crisisgroup.org/global/10-conflicts-watch-2026#mali-burkinafaso
https://www.crisisgroup.org/global/10-conflicts-watch-2026#ukraine
https://www.crisisgroup.org/global/10-conflicts-watch-2026#ukraine
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https://www.crisisgroup.org/global/10-conflicts-watch-2026#israel-palestine
https://www.crisisgroup.org/global/10-conflicts-watch-2026#israel-palestine
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https://www.crisisgroup.org/global/10-conflicts-watch-2026#israel-palestine
https://www.crisisgroup.org/global/10-conflicts-watch-2026#israel-us-iran-houthis
https://www.crisisgroup.org/global/10-conflicts-watch-2026#israel-us-iran-houthis
https://www.crisisgroup.org/global/10-conflicts-watch-2026#israel-us-iran-houthis
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https://www.crisisgroup.org/global/10-conflicts-watch-2026#myanmar
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https://www.crisisgroup.org/global/10-conflicts-watch-2026#afghanistan-pakistan
https://www.crisisgroup.org/global/10-conflicts-watch-2026#afghanistan-pakistan
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GCC: Real GDP growth

, quarterly y/y

Forecast

—Pravious pre-war forecast

—New baseline forecast

Gulf flights remain below morrmal
Since the US-Israel war on Iranmn began on February 28, Gulf airline traffic has
remained well below normal levels as airspace closures and security concerns
disrupt regional aviation.

Average daily flights index

100~ Average pre-war flight levels

' " \ Emirates

- l Air Arabia

Mar 10 Mar 12
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The Returnof
Total War
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. Vast resources

. Mobilize societies

. Prioritize warfare

. Attack broad targets
. Reshape economies
. Reshape others

. New technologies

. Link of global economy



Battles of
Precise Mass

Technolgy s Remaking

War—and America

Must Adt

By Michwe G Horowity

© N o U A L D=
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. Accurate strike
. Uncrewed robot systems
. Inexpensive satellites

. Cutting-edge commercial

Fully autonomous

. Artificial intelligence

. Space/sea remote

Mass scale



mm RUSSIA'S LAND-BASED MISSILES

KALININGRAD

35.3m/116ft

—C
Russia boasts the widest inventory
of ballistic and cruise missiles in
the world. Moscow'’s strategic
rocket forces perform a variety of
missions, from anti-access and area
denial to the delivery of strategic
nuclear warheads. Significant
modernization efforts include new
heavy ICBMs and a long-range
ground-launched cruise missile
that prompted the demise of the
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces
Treaty. Russia has also begun to
equip some of its ballistic missiles
with its new Avangard hypersonic
glide vehicle

|

$SC-7/9M728 | 500 KM

$SC-8/9M729 | 2,500 KM

$S-N-26/P-800 ONIKS | 300 KM
$5-26/9M723 ISKANDER-M | 500 KM

§§-27 MOD 1/RT-2PM2 TOPOL-M | 11,000 K|
SS-ZS/éT-ZP;TOPOL | 11,000 KM

$S-27 MOD 2/RS-24 YARS | 11,000 KM
$S-19/UR-100N | 10,000 KM

§5-18/R-36M2 VOEVODA | 16,000 KM
$5-X-30/RS-28 SARMAT | 10,000+ KM

CSIS | missie os;@mmecw January 2021

Patriot Missile System

= ne - Terminal . R > : o i . “
" High Altitude Russia RCBM/RS 26 Oreshnik Missile

Area Defense







Global Risks Report 2025 VéOR LD
Current Risk Ecpé?“;'z%ﬂ' “
Landscape e

Please select one risk that you believe is most likely to present a material crisis on a global scale in 2025.

Top 10 risks selected by respondents (Share of respondents %)

State-based armed conflict 23%

Extreme weather events 14%
Geoeconomic confrontation 8%
Misinformation and 7%
disinformation

Societal polarization 6%
Economic downturn 5%
Critical change to Earth 4%
systems

Lack of economic opportunity 3%
or unemployment

Erosion of human rights 2%
and/or civic freedoms

Inequality 2%

Risk categories @ Economic @ Environmental @ Geopolitical @ Socictal @ Technological

Source: World Economic Forum, Global Risks Perception Survey 2024-2025







TOp 15 Countries by I Global Military Spending
Military Budgets in 2025

Surges to 52.7 Trillion

A

statista %a

World military expenditure
rose hy 9.4 per cent in real
terms to $2718 hillionin
2024, the highest glohal
total ever recorded hy SIPRI
Australia () [ $348 and the 10th year of
consecutive increases.

Source:- International institute for Strategic studies
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Global Military Spending CHINA'S eer ™™ |
‘11 EFENSE
Surges to $2.7 Trillion subcera §.5. 2.8
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{billion yuan)
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LA

cast (USD) %

$654B
T110%

§534B
$503B 16.20%
15.20%

4008
2024
FORECAST
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Risiﬁg Global Defense

Southeast Asia & Thailand




THE WORLD'S = = =» 2021-2025

LARGEST ARMS EXPORTERS | Il EIe
Arms-Producing Companies

N. America Asia

PIESE 8 SR Arms-producing/military services companies with
oL the largest arms sales in 2024 (in billion U.S. dollars)
China Change from
2023
0 @Israel Lockheed Martin & (IWE 7+3.2%
S. Korea
_ Share of Global Arms

Exports, 2021-2025

Northrop Grumman £ 319 A+3.3%
BAE Systems & m 2+6.9%

General Dynamics & m 2 +8.1%
| \ﬂ Y -4.6%
4

> A+26.4%

The U.S. accounted for 42/%
. 42/ of global arms exports in

2021-25—more than the
l | S next largest exporters
L] L] .
combined

O Fra;nce

12%

Rest of World o) Germany v -1.3%

* Using constant 2024 prices
Source: SIPRI

Note: Shares (%) of global arms exports. Figures rounded.
Source: SIPRI Arms Transfers Database, March 2026.




EU Needs to Ramp Up Defense
Spending to Deter Russia Alone

EU member states’ defense spending
as a percentage of GDP since 1995

Estimated spending level m

needed to deter Russia R e P e aw e ma
without the United States

4,0%

3,5%

3,0%

=

2,5%

2,0%
2024: 1.9%"

1,5%
1,0%

0,5%

0,0%
1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030

* Preliminary estimate
Sources: Eurostat, European Defense Agency, IfW Kiel

statista %a




The new German Planning and Procurement Acceleration Act (BWPBBG) is a law
designed to significantly speed up the modernization of the German armed forces
(Bundeswehr) by simplifying and accelerating procurement procedures (Expire: 2035).

E}i 7 .I;\ - - !n- =
Germany Speeds Up Military
Deals: New EU-Focused
Procurement Law Explained

l.'r"

Germany-agrées on conscription framework

@”NEWS dwcom @dwnews

Key provisions of the act:

eFaster procurement: The law allows for faster procurement of
technology and weapons by simplifying the overall process.
eSimplified procedures: It reduces requirements for award
documents and other procedural steps.

eWider scope: The act broadens the scope of procurement to include
a wider range of goods, from weapons systems to civilian and medical
supplies.

eSuspension of lot splitting: The principle of splitting contracts into
smaller lots is suspended until 2030 to allow for larger contracts.
eIncreased thresholds: Procurement thresholds have been increased,
allowing for more direct awards.

eDirect awards and advance payments: The act allows for direct
awards and provides for advance payments to support industry,
including start-ups and European suppliers.

eSuspension of EU rules: Some EU-wide procurement rules will be
suspended to facilitate faster procurement.

eInfrastructure facilitation: Amendments to air traffic regulations are
included to facilitate the construction of radar infrastructure
necessary for national defense.


https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=e5901bf1fe2672d3&rlz=1C1CHFQ_enTH988TH988&q=Bundeswehr&source=lnms&fbs=AIIjpHyYzEGkr-KkdhTNDsbGd11PfMCIS5BCXbaQBnEVIDmSUQ0d4l4fW9kVv_oamMFYN4hKp5YrEDv1ib6pHSo0tSaebQKPAfHIDGQfnqqmcZgRtbkLM8toGOKcP1BeHpJ2d6ntyhJAdx29tjPkEqgQyKoeB9jsSUyXhzGD1nomw5m9EvSKYGKhFljMVYje7ZA_sQZtzdWsaUhlO89EfodIOj9RjiLnbHgFCnmegzSjZsq3X0fBpuY&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwijytWJ_IiRAxVgslYBHZeXDGAQgK4QegQIARAD&biw=1600&bih=689&dpr=1.2&mstk=AUtExfAmSeoqGSmzp5_1-94IJpT30IfKwBsMCQ9E9ZBWqr5_SYXT5WBYOBCZoVPGNz7-p3gpG5r5c7Imo3jStJ2eRJ6lDzvs7xAZtW6j-qfUHE1yyM-Hi6ECG0zLtM-fpJRFlmae4mXoXUSfDWHDvohzxVz2aZFfcdHkqJW7jSyoGbrIU4gtDLs8KMK1poMa00L-X2cFEufoZEmX31ou2XEyul-CGg&csui=3

The treacherous economics of defence

The treacherous economics of defence
I he RFXs vaddine maadness

RFK's vaccine madness
The ECO nom lst Chinese beands: soft-toy power

“hinese brands: soft-toy power
Conference-paned hell

ECOnomisty c—aa

PN INTMULY ATW ey

How to win the peace

How to win the peace

The Return of

Deterrence
Credibility and Capabilities in a New Era

Ediead bty
Prof. Wilkam G, Beass 111
Dr. Setfambe vom Histhy
De. Kim Richard Nossal
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Qassem Soleimani's
plane from Syria
landed at Baghdad
International Airport

at1230am local time §

- - - o Ll W, .24
\
AUS military drone fired #
four precision missiles A
r

Soleimanis convoy was
hit by four missiles fired
from a US drone. PMF
deputy commander Abu
Mahdi al-Muhandis was
killed in the same car
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@ Thailand's 4 Severe Imbalances

@ nowisauqas:kNoSgrund
(Regimental Imbalance)

@ nowisaugatumswouun
(Developmental Imbalance)

® nowisauaatumsunasoo
(Governmental Imbalance)

@ nowisauqaizodauusssu
(Cultural Imbalance)

© Post-COVID Security: 33ng waun3g
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Thailand’s “Strategic New Equilibrium” :
Prime Minister General Prayut’s speech at 2016 Shangri-La Dialogue

Security situation has become more complicated, interconnected and
challenging
- Resolving security challenges requires a virtuous regional architecture

Key Players : U.S./ China/ Japan/ India/ AUS/ Russia/ ROK/ ASEAN

Establishing commmon ground for common Goals: “Strong Together” & “Leave no
one behind”
- confrontation to collaboration/ zero-sum attitude to a positive si

Mutual Trust, Mutual Respect and Mutual Benefit HHH
- Promoting trust and confidence

- Creating partnerships through regional groupings or trilateral part

- Avoiding the trap of having to choose sides or engaging in partise

- Promoting cooperation between major powers

- Promoting the rule of law and international law

- Promoting development to achieve Human Security
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“Turn the battle field into a market place” PM Chatchai Chunhawan  watenzézne guvizin
1988-1991
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ASEAN leaders
agree to adopt

ASEAN Outlook on
Indo-Pacific (AOIP)

“Last night foreign ministers
discussed the matter. Alhamdulillah
(Thank God) ASEAN leaders have
adopted ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-
Pacific (concept) initiated by

Indonesia™
Retno LP Marsudi.

Indonesian Foreign Minister

“AOIP: A new ASEAN regional guide”

Kavi Chongkittavorn,
Columnist
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ASEAN CHAIRMANSHIP HANDOVER  2019.mp4

Thailand hosts Myanmar junta figures in talks, key
Asean nations SKIM waev

December 23, 2022




Bilahari Kausikan &
2h - @

My guess is that she is negotiating with the military and |
would not be entirely surprised if eventually they team
up against the NUG. Another indication that ASEAN's
Myanmar policy is a dead-end. Only Thailand got it right
by breaking with the ASEAN approach. That's why the
Thai DPM and FM was allowed to see her just before the

last AMM.

bloomberg.com
Myanmar Junta Pardons Aung San Suu Kyi in State

Amnesty
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